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§301.6103(a)-1 Disclosures after De-
cember 31, 1976, by officers and em-
ployees of Federal agencies of re-
turns and return information (in-
cluding taxpayer return informa-
tion) disclosed to such officers and
employees by the Internal Revenue
Service before January 1, 1977, for
a purpose not involving tax admin-
istration.

(a) General rule. Except as provided
by paragraph (b) of this section, a re-
turn or return information (including
taxpayer return information), as de-
fined in section 6103(b) (1), (2), and (3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, disclosed
by the Internal Revenue Service before
January 1, 1977, to an officer or em-
ployee of a Federal agency (as defined
in section 6103(b)(9)) for a purpose not
involving tax administration (as de-
fined in section 6103(b)(4)) pursuant to
the authority of section 6103 (or any
order of the President under section
6103 or rules and regulations there-
under prescribed by the Secretary or
his delegate and approved by the Presi-
dent) before amendment of such sec-
tion by section 1202 of the Tax Reform
Act of 1976 (Pub. L. 94-455, 90 Stat. 1667)
may be disclosed by, or on behalf of,
such officer, employee, or agency after
December 31, 1976, for any purpose au-
thorized by such section (or such order
or rules and regulations) before such
amendment.

(b) Exception. Notwithstanding the
provisions of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, a return or return information
(including taxpayer return informa-
tion) disclosed before January 1, 1977,
by the Service to an officer or em-
ployee of a Federal agency for a pur-
pose unrelated to tax administration as
described in paragraph (a) may, after
December 31, 1976, be disclosed by, or
on behalf of, such agency, officer, or
employee in an administrative or judi-
cial proceeding only if such proceeding
is one described in section 6103(i)(4) of
the Code and if the requirements of
section 6103(i)(4) have first been met.

(Secs. 6103 and 7805 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (90 Stat. 1667, 68A Stat. 917; 26
U.S.C. 6103 and 7805))

[T.D. 7723, 45 FR 65566, Oct. 3, 1980]
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§301.6103(a)-2 Disclosures after De-
cember 31, 1976, by attorneys of the
Department of Justice and officers
and employees of the Office of the
Chief Counsel for the Internal Rev-
enue Service of returns and return
information (including taxpayer re-
turn information) disclosed to such
attorneys, officers, and employees
by the Service before January 1,
1977, for a purpose involving tax
administration.

(a) General rule. Except as provided
by paragraph (b) of this section and
subject to the requirements of this
paragraph, a return or return informa-
tion (including taxpayer return infor-
mation), as defined in section 6103(b)
(1), (2), and (3), of the Internal Revenue
Code disclosed by the Internal Revenue
Service before January 1, 1977, to an at-
torney of the Department of Justice
(including a United States attorney) or
to an officer or employee of the Office
of the Chief Counsel for the Service for
a purpose involving tax administration
(as defined in section 6103(b)(4)) pursu-
ant to the authority of section 6103 (or
any order of the President under sec-
tion 6103 or rules and regulations
thereunder prescribed by the Secretary
or his delegate and approved by the
President) before amendment of such
section by section 1202 of the Tax Re-
form Act of 1976 (Pub. L. 94-455, 90 Stat.
1667) may be disclosed by, or on behalf
of, such attorney, officer, or employee
after December 31, 1976, for any purpose
authorized by such section (or such
order or rules and regulations) before
such amendment.

(b) Exception. Notwithstanding the
provisions of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, a return or return information
(including taxpayer return informa-
tion) disclosed before January 1, 1977,
by the Service to an attorney of the
Department of Justice or to an officer
or employee of the Office of the Chief
Counsel for the Service for a purpose
related to tax administration as de-
scribed in paragraph (a) may, after De-
cember 31, 1976, be disclosed by, or on
behalf of, such attorney, officer, or em-
ployee in an administrative or judicial
proceeding only if such proceeding is
one described in section 6103(h)(4) of
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the Code and if the requirements of
section 6103 (h)(4) have first been met.

(Secs. 6103 and 7805 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (90 Stat. 1667, 68A Stat. 917; 26
U.S.C. 6103 and 7805))

[T.D. 7723, 45 FR 65567, Oct. 3, 1980]

§301.6103(c)-1 Disclosure of returns
and return information to designee
of taxpayer.

(a) Overview. Subject to such require-
ments and conditions as the Secretary
may prescribe by regulation, section
6103(c) of the Internal Revenue Code
authorizes the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice to disclose a taxpayer’s return or
return information to such person or
persons as the taxpayer may designate
in a request for or consent to such dis-
closure, or to any other person at the
taxpayer’s request to the extent nec-
essary to comply with the taxpayer’s
request to such other person for infor-
mation or assistance. This regulation
contains the requirements that must
be met before, and the conditions under
which, the Internal Revenue Service
may make such disclosures. Paragraph
(b) of this section provides the require-
ments that are generally applicable to
designate a third party to receive the
taxpayer’s returns and return informa-
tion. Paragraph (c) of this section pro-
vides requirements under which the In-
ternal Revenue Service may disclose
information in connection with a tax-
payer’s written or nonwritten request
for a third party to provide informa-
tion or assistance with regard to a tax
matter, for example, a Congressional
inquiry. Paragraph (d) of this section
provides the parameters for disclosure
consents connected with electronic re-
turn filing programs and combined
Federal-State filing. Finally, para-
graph (e) of this section provides defi-
nitions and general rules related to re-
quests for or consents to disclosure.

(b) Disclosure of returns and return in-
formation to person or persons designated
in a written request or consent—(1) Gen-
eral requirements. Pursuant to section
6103(c) of the Internal Revenue Code,
the Internal Revenue Service (or an
agent or contractor of the Internal
Revenue Service) may disclose a tax-
payer’s return or return information
(in written or nonwritten form) to such
person or persons as the taxpayer may
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designate in a request for or consent to
such disclosure. A request for or con-
sent to disclosure under this paragraph
(b) must be in the form of a separate
written document pertaining solely to
the authorized disclosure. (For the
meaning of separate written document,
see paragraph (e)(1) of this section.)
The separate written document must
be signed (see paragraph (e)(2) of this
section) and dated by the taxpayer who
filed the return or to whom the return
information relates. At the time it is
signed and dated by the taxpayer, the
written document must also indicate—

(i) The taxpayer’s taxpayer identity
information described in section
6103(b)(6);

(ii) The identity of the person or per-
sons to whom the disclosure is to be
made;

(iii) The type of return (or specified
portion of the return) or return infor-
mation (and the particular data) that
is to be disclosed; and

(iv) The taxable year or years cov-
ered by the return or return informa-
tion.

(2) Requirement that request or consent
be received within sixty days of when
signed and dated. The disclosure of a re-
turn or return information authorized
by a written request for or written con-
sent to the disclosure shall not be
made unless the request or consent is
received by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice (or an agent or contractor of the In-
ternal Revenue Service) within 60 days
following the date upon which the re-
quest or consent was signed and dated
by the taxpayer.

(c) Disclosure of returns and return in-
formation to designee of taxpayer to com-
ply with a taxpayer’s request for informa-
tion or assistance. If a taxpayer makes a
written or nonwritten request, directly
to another person or to the Internal
Revenue Service, that such other per-
son (for example, a member of Con-
gress, friend, or relative of the tax-
payer) provide information or assist-
ance relating to the taxpayer’s return
or to a transaction or other contact be-
tween the taxpayer and the Internal
Revenue Service, the Internal Revenue
Service (or an agent or contractor of
the Internal Revenue Service or a Fed-
eral government agency performing a
Federal tax administration function)



